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AT THE TURN of the 19th century, people in éeritral Europe
witnessed a series of events that, under God’s providence, led to the found-
ing of three German Lutheran Synods in the Northwest Terrltory of the
United States. The three synods eventually merged into one, the present
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).

The followmg chronological sketeh traces three lines of development that
affected the formation of the Wisconsin Synod:

1. . The political upheavals during which the early- German :
migrations to America took place (dates below: bold);

9. Theformation of the German mission societies from whose
institutions the founding fathers of our Wisconsin Synod.
came (dates below: italics);

3. The settlement of the Germans in the terrltorles of Mlchl
gan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota among whom: the first
congregations were estabhshed (dates below: roman)

Much of the parallel history of- Lutheramsm in America in the East and
Old West prior to the Civil War is notincluded in this initial survey.

The chronological lists are neither coniplete nor exhaustive. Their accu-
racy is mostly dependent on secondary sources. Butthey répresent.a begln-
ning, a primary chronological ladder for othersito scale for a glimpseinto
our Synod’s past. The listmay-also 8erve those whowish totrace their roots
across the waters to the “old country.” Or they can serve just for the enJoy
ment of the casual reader of lists.

A, D 1800 1850

1780 German Society [of Hotiorable and: Active Supporters ‘of Pure
S Doctrine and True Piety] founded in Basle on' the upper Rhine;
generator of a network of similat societies throughout Germany.
Background in the English S.P.C.K. (Society for the Promotion of
Christian Knowledge, London; 1698; helped.the Liutheran Salz

" burgers on their freedom trek to British America, 1731) o

1788  The German Soc1ety, headquartered in Basle, changes 1ts nameto
the German Soc1ety [for the Promotmn ‘of’ Chnstlan Truth and
Piety], later simply known as the German Soczety for Chrzsten
dom. The name change signaled a more general Protestant char-
acter based on the “pure Bible word” instead of “pure teaching.”



1799
1800
1803
1805

1806

1806

1806

: Elberfeld Mzsszon Soczety founded in the lower Rhlneland (Wup-

pertal), as an offshoot of the London M1ss10n Society.

Barmen Mz lon Soczety in the 1ndustr1al lower Rhineland; con-
nectlons w1th the English textile regions.

John M uehlhaeuser founder and first pres1dent of the Wisconsin
Synod, bern.i in N otzmgen Wuerttemberg, Germany

Michigan bec mes a terrltory in'the Northwest Terrltory of the
United States L

Napoleon dlssolves the Holy Roman Empzre and replaces it by the
Confederation of the Rhine; Prus51a and Austrla being. soverelgn
German §tates:

Berlzn Mission, School founded by the Moravlan Father Jaenicke,
at the urging. of the German Somety for Chrlstendom

Basel ‘Bible Soaety formed with. support fro,m the Br1t1sh and

Foreign Blble Society.

1812-13 Wars.of Lzberatton in Germany against N apoleon Bonaparte.

1815

1815
1817

1817

1817

1818

1824

Basle: Mzsszon Soczety, officially, the Protestant [Evangelical]
Mission Sociéty; faunded by Christian. Fredrlck Spittler, secretary
of the German Society for Christendom. The, socnety s.Basle Mis-
sion. Housé; at, first intended for heathen mjssion work, later an-

:swered: the call, to work among the Swablan Germans in Michi-

gan. In’ 1840 Spittler also founded the legrlm Mission of Chri-
schona., (the Tradesmen’s Mission in theé.German Church), in
whose early efforts John Muehlhaeuser, a baker by trade, WELS

" The Congress of Vienna remakes the map of Europe

Prussian UnLon proc1a1med by. K1ng Fredrick William III on the

. 300th annlversary ‘of the Reformatlon The :Union. Agenda (lit-

urgy) was dévised to.help shape a general Protestant [Evangeli-
cal] church in, Prussia at the expense of the. Lutheran and Re-
d.conf .The unlflcatlon attempt ¢ame at the hightide
of Ger 9 an cultural natlonahsm for the renewal of the Fatherland
Father C.F. Heyer associated with the begmmngs of the Minne-
sota Synod, was sent by the Pennsylvama Synod 1nto Kentucky
and Indlana

Claus Harms fosters the Lutheran Confesswnal Awakemng by
pubhshlng 95 Theses against the" state of Lutheranlsm in Ger-
many. -

Barmen Mission Soc1ety in the lower Rhlneland becomes an arm
of the Basle M1ss1on Society in the. ‘upper Rhmeland In 1828 the
Basle/Barmen connection was dissolved and led to an indepen-

dent Barmen MLsswn House for tralnmg tradesmen in mission |

work.

Berlin Mlsszo‘ ) ‘Soczety formed as the. Soc1ety for the Promotion of

Evangehcal ssion among the Heathen 1n. 1829 the soc1ety,
founded by Lutherans of the Pruss1an Unlon began 1ts own semi-
nary. o




1825

1826

1826
1826

1830

1830

1830

1832

1833

1834

1836

1836
1836
1837

1837
1837

The Erie Canal opens to provide a thoroughfare for'settlers in the

Upper Northwest Territory.

The United Rhenish Mission Societyformed: a union; ofthe Elber-
feld and Barmen Mission Societies with 51m11ar sometles in Co-

"logne and Wesel.

The Barmen Mission House founded.

"The Langenberg Mission. Soczety in the lower Rhlneland formed

as an adjunct to the newly formed United Rhemsh,M;sswn Soci-
ety. Its special purpose: The Protestant Society for North America.

‘Missionaries to Wisconsin were channeled‘throurgh‘fthis society.
“Prussian King Fredrick William III authorizes legal enforcement

of the Prussian Union Agenda at the Tricentennial of the Augs-
burg-Confession. Its interit: to force all opposition into the Prus-
sion Protestant Union, the Evangelical Church: Pérsecution of
Lutheran opponents continued until 1840 when Fredrick William
IV came to the throne. At that time Lutherans opposed to “union-
ism” were given rights for:an independent chureh.

Swabian Lutherans settle in southeastern Michigan, west-and
riorth of Detroit. They appeal tothe Basle Mission Somety to send

-pastors.

John Gottfried Scheibel of the University of Breslau in Silesia
defrocked for opposing the Prussian Union. His efforts led fo the
formation of the so-called' Old Lutherans in Pruss1a and else-
where, a movement to create a genuine Lutheran church 1ndepen-
dent of the state.

The settlement of the Black Hawk War leads the way to W1scons1n
becoming a territory four years later.

Fredrick Schmid, a Basle'graduate, comes to Michigan to serve
thirty Wuerttemberg families near Ann Arbor; alsoserved in De-
troit and Monroe.

The Breslau Synod of Old Lutherans in Prussia formed as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Prussia‘in defianée of the'Prus-
sian Union church. Lutherans throughout Germany aroused by
the action.

The North German MiSsionary‘Society‘found‘ed as‘a union of six
unionistic city societies. The Leipzig Mission in'Saxony started as
a distinctively Evangelical Lutheran Mission ‘Society.

‘Wisconsin becomes a territory in the Northwest Territory of the

United States with a capitol at Belmont."

The Pennsylvania Mission Society sends :C. F. ‘Heyer to do. mis-
sion work in India; he later retuined to- help start the Minnesota -

Synod.

Michigan becomes a state.

First plans for a Michigan Synod discussed.

The Langenburg Mission Society sends Candldates Muehlhaeus-
er and Oertel to North America. They serve: 1n the Neéew York
Ministerium.
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1837-39  Old Lutherans emigrate to America: ‘Pomeranians under Baganz;

1838

1840

1841

1841

1843

1843

1844

1844

Silesians under L. F. E. Krause, Captain Henry von-Rohr, and

Pastord.A. A: Grabau. Von Rohr and Krause settle in Wisconsin,;

founding: of ' rezstadt .

A planned mlgratlon of Saxons led by Martm Stephan begln the

Missouri Synod ‘

Fredrick W1111am IV, Prussian Klng, stops the persecutlon of the

01d Lutherans. .

Fredrick Wyneken 1ssues an appeal to- Lutherans in Germany ina

pamphlet “The Need of the -German Lutherans in North Ameri-
”” It stirs the conseience of many Lutherans in. Germany.

The Langenburg Society given a special royal charter to-act asthe
Evangelical Society. for Protestant Germans.in North America.
Old Lutherans from Stettin in Pomeranla, led by Pastor Adolph
Kindermann, settle in Wlsconsm at. Ktrchhayn Town Lebanon
and Cedarburg

John Weinmannfrom Wuerttemberg, cofounder of the Wisconsin
Synod enters the. Barmen Mission House

Church at Ixonia; Wlsconsm founded because of dlsagreements
in Town Lebanon. ‘

The first Michigan Synod organized under Pastor F. Schmid; an
early date of founding (1840) lists the Synod as'the M1ss1onary'
Synod,” since: Ind1an mission work seemed to be 1ts pnmary ob]ec- :
tive. : )




1845 The Buffalo Synod organized by J. A. A: Grabau as the Synod of
Lutheran Immigrants from Prussia. ‘

1845 = Candidate W. Wrede from Magdeburg, cofounder of the Wisconsin

: - Synod, ordained and commlssmned by the Langenburg Mlssmn

Society.

1846 Ehrenfried Seebach from Town ‘Oakwood near Mllwaukee Wis-
consin, sends a letter to the Langenburg Mission requestlng that a
pastor be sent to serve the Germans there. ,

1846 Weinmann and Wrede leave for, America; placed under Muehl-'
haeuser’s care. Wrede stayed in. New York City; Weéinmann went
with Muehlhaeuser to Rochester and then to WlsconSm

1847 Ktrchhayn Wlsconsm congregatlon splits because of the con-
troversy in the Buffalo Synod. ‘

1848 The Barmen Mission Soc1ety comes underthe 1nﬂuence and direc-
tion of John Christian Wallmann a confess1ona1 Lutheran

1848 Wisconsin becomes a state. ‘

1848 John Muehlhaeuser arrives in Milwaukee on dune. 27.‘ Hemakes a
living as colporteur and provisionally starts an-“evangelical”
church.

1849 Hermannsburg Ev. Lutheran Mission Society founded by Pastor
‘ G. Louis Harms in north Germany, near the Lueneburg Heath.
1849 Muehlhaeuser organizes the German Ev. Lutheran Trinity

Church, later to be called ‘Grace Church in Mllwaukee because of
another Old Lutheran Trinity Church in the area.:
1849 Pastor Weinmann, ordained by Pastor Schmid in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, begins work at Kilbourn Road: south:of Mllwaukee
also at Caledonia, Greenfield, and New Berlln w
1849 Pastor Wrede from New York called to sérve a United (Lutheran ‘
and Reformed) Church at Granville, Wisconsin. '
1849 ‘Minnesota becomes a territory in the N0rthwest Terntory of the
‘ United States.
1849 The First Evangelical Lutheran 8 ynod of Wisconsin began organ
ization at Grace Churchin Milwaukee. Presiderit: Muehlhaeuser
) Secretary: Weinmann; Treasurer: Wrede. ‘
1850 The German FEvangelical Lutheran Mmlstenum ‘of Wzsconszn
constituted on May 26, 1850, at Granville; Wisconsin:

‘The Wisconsin Synod was not the result of a planned migration. It was
primarily a product of German mission societies. Its early history was
marked by the conflict of confessions that was going on'in the German
homeland. Tt was a time of German national conséiousness which stirred a
similar cenfessional consciousnéss. This reawakening of faith.came after a
century of rationalism in the'German church and the scourge of the French
Revolution and Napoleon.

Professor Koelpin teaches religionand history at Dr, M é‘zrti‘nlﬂther College,
New Ulm, Minnesota and has completed his course.work for.a doctorate at
Erlangen. ‘
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